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It is a great honour for me to welcome you all to Tinos and the University of the Aegean to participate in the Second Aegean International Conference on the Analysis and Modelling of Manufacturing Systems.  
I am delighted to see so many of the participants of our First Workshop here this evening.  That you have honoured us again with your presence is a great testimony to the success of our First Workshop in Samos.  It is also a tribute to the very useful opportunities the Workshop gave to all of us to network together over the past two years.  But now we have an opportunity to extend further this group of researchers and scholars interested in the analysis and modelling of manufacturing systems.  You are all very welcome indeed.

The success of a conference depends on those who contribute papers and on those who attend the meetings and participate in the discussions.  We have a wide range of papers on production line, inventory system, extended enterprise and logistics analysis and modelling.  The Organising Committee is very grateful to the authors for submitting papers of such high quality to the Conference.  Special words of thanks are due to a very eminent and busy person for honouring us by agreeing to undertake a very important task for the Conference.  I refer to Professor Buzacott, Canada our keynote speaker at the Opening of the Conference. 

In addition to the papers being presented a full day is devoted to the analysis of four industrial themes which have been submitted by the sponsoring companies.  I am very grateful to Professors Tayfur Altiok,  Mitchell Burman, Stefan Helber and Henk Zijm for agreeing to act as leaders in the discussion on these industrial cases.

Variety, of course, is the hallmark of Greek civilization.  Our First Workshop was held in Samos where we could walk where Pythagoras was born.  Here in the wonderful island of Tinos we are in the midst of the region which gave rise to the Cycladic civilization.  Prospering from trade in copper this region entered the third millennium B.C. with a flourish.  The beautiful white marble which is a core characteristic of Greek sculpture was extensively quarried and worked here.  During your time in Greece we do hope you will not only be invigorated by the intellectual pursuits at the Conference but will also take the opportunity to explore the great achievements of those artists and sculptors of five thousand years ago who lived here and to wonder at the evolved social structure inherent in their work.  Naturally, we also hope you will relax with us and enjoy Greek hospitality.  We do want you to return to us, again and again!

A conference of this type involves a great deal of organisation.  I am very grateful for all the assistance and support received from the Members of the Organising Committee and the Scientific Committee.  The financial and other contributions of the Sponsors and the Departments of State (which are listed on page iii) are very gratefully acknowledged.  Without all of them and without you there would be no Conference.

Chrissoleon T. Papadopoulos

Chairman of the Organising Committee
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